
Extract from New Zealand Medical Service in the Great War  r   r., by A.D. Carbery 

Relating to Captain Gilbert Bogle and/or Bogles Post on 15th and 16th September 1916 . 

15th
At 6.45 a.m. the first of the walking wounded were filing into the bearer relay post at thistle
Dump, and were being directed on to the A.D.S. Stretcher cases coming down a little later were conveyed 
by wheeled stretchers or by horsed ambulances to Flat Iron Copse.
By noon it was becoming clear that the wounded of the remaining battalions of the N.Z.R.B. were not 
coming down at all freely, although all were now in the third line of the attack, and our right flank was well 
out beyond Flers. The enemy had put down a barrage in front of the switch trench on the crest which it was 
very dangerous for bearers to pass through. It was also known that these battalions had sustained substantial 
losses. The A.D.M.S. now directed the A.D.S. parties to push the bearers ahead as far as circumstances 
would permit in order to clear this flank. By 1 p.m. it became known that the R.M.O. of the 1st Battalion, 
N.Z.R.B., Captain Bogle, had established his R.A.P. earlier in the day at a point south-west of Flers.  

   At 6 p.m., however, there was considerable congestion of wounded at Flat Iron Copse, evacuations were
delayed by the supplies coming up to the front line through the narrow road from Mametz practicable for
wheeled traffic as far as Thistle Dump; the wounded of the 47th Division were coming in freely; our A.D.S.
was  shared  by that  Division  as  it  was  on  the  route  from the  eastern  corner  of  Highwood,  where  the
Londoners  had  sustained  very  severe  losses,  and  where  their  line  joined  the  left  of  our  division.  The
wounded from our right flank evidently were finding their way in to the 41st area but a few wounded from
Captain Bogle's R.A.P., not yet definitely located, were coming into Flat Iron Copse. 
   The wounded from our right flank evidently were finding their way in to the 41st area but a few wounded 
from Captain Bogle's R.A.P., not yet definitely located, were coming into Flat Iron Copse. 
Now the 3rd Brigade Headquarters had moved early in the morning to the junction of "Fat" and "Flag," 
trenches just in front of the R.A.P. where Bogle was, and it is assumed, and seems probable, that the report 
sent in by the 3rd Brigade refers to Bogle's post and not to the R.A.P. at Carlton trench. 
16th. 
   By 10 a.m. a very clear account of the medical situation on the righ t flank came to headquarters from the
2nd Brigade,  who  reported  that  Captain  Bogle,  R.M.O.  of  the  1st  Battalion  of  the  N.Z.R.B.  had  120
stretcher cases in an exposed position about 650 yards west of the south end of Flers,near some old German
dugouts,  the position now definitely located by a  map reference.   A small  party of  volunteers,  mainly
transport details, under Captain Grant, N.Z.M.C.,transport officer of the 3rd Field Ambulance, who had
arrived at Green Dump, set out with guides for Bogle's post;sometime later, the "C" section bearers of No. 3
Field Ambulance were withdrawn from the 41st Divisional A.D.S. and were instructed to clear Bogle's Post
as expeditiously as possible.
   By 1.30 p.m. stretcher cases were coming in from Bogle's Post to Thistle Dump. By 3 o'clock the forward
evacuating  officer,  Major  Martin,  had  cleared  most  of  the  wounded from his  front,  but  an impassable
barrage had now fallen like a curtain on the Crest impeding the work of clearing Bogle's Post, which could
not be resumed until the barrage lifted or until dusk. The Switch trench was very heavily shelled during this
afternoon, all traffic had to pass over the spur of the main ridge, on which Crest trench and Switch trench
were sited. The high ground was under observation by the Germans, our new communications were not as
yet completed, the New Zealand Pioneers were engaged in the work of igging an avenue leading into our
forward positions. The open ground over which the bearers had to carry was pitted by deep shell holes
closely set, so that the going, even in dry weather was very slow: the carry was nearly 3000 yards from
Bogle's Post, which was extremely exposed. By 5 p.m. Major Martin reported to Lt.-Col. Murray, that he
was in close touch with all R.A.P.'s and that with the exception of about 100 stretcher cases at Bogle's Post,
all were fairly clear.
   Captain Bogle received a large number of wounded from the three battalions in front, the 3rd, 2nd, and 1st
(his own) and was obliged to dress and tend these wounded where they had collected. Now it so happened
that this locality, by reason of a small bank some 12 feet high and about 150 yards long running north and
south, gave shelter from machine gun fire coming from the high ground on the left of our advance, and
although the position looked out openly towards Flers, there was little fire coming from that direction, at
least while the enemy were shifting their guns. There were a few dugouts in the bank, one of them had a
sandbagged porch and had already been used by one of the German R.M.O.'s. Two trenches scored the bank






